
“An Australian Apprenticeship is an awesome 
opportunity to learn and earn. There are so  
many benefits to this training pathway. It can 
often open many doorways that you don’t expect.” 
Melinda Lethbridge 
2014 Australian Apprentice of the Year 
and fitter and turner

“I’m very happy I started with a traineeship as  
my learning pathway instead of jumping straight 
into university. It has allowed me to gain 
industry experience straight away which can  
be difficult to obtain.”
Joshua Lodge 
2014 Australian Apprentice (Trainee) of the Year  
and laboratory technician

“An Australian School-based 
Apprenticeship is a fantastic opportunity 

that has endless career possibilities. It is 
a great way to be a part of the workforce 

and complete your Year 12 Certificate.”
Eylish Perry 

2014 Australian School-based Apprentice  
of the Year and disability support officer
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ABOUT AUSTRALIAN APPRENTICESHIPS
What are Australian Apprenticeships?
Australian Apprenticeships (often referred to as apprenticeships 
or traineeships) are available to anyone of working age.  
You don’t need a secondary school certificate or other 
qualification to be able to do an Australian Apprenticeship.

As an Australian Apprentice you can combine time at work  
with training as part of a full-time, part-time or school-based 
apprenticeship.

You can do an Australian Apprenticeship if you are a  
school-leaver, re‑entering the workforce or as an adult worker 
simply wishing to change careers. You can even begin your 
Australian Apprenticeship while you’re still at secondary school.

Australian Apprenticeships offer opportunities for you to train, 
study and earn an income at a variety of qualification levels in 
most occupations including traditional trades.

When you finish your Australian Apprenticeship, you’ll have  
a nationally recognised qualification that can take you anywhere 
in Australia and one that is held in high regard in many overseas 
countries as well. You’ll have many options for your future to 
think about and choose from.

How much will I get paid as an  
Australian Apprentice?
An Australian Apprenticeship is an ideal way to get the 
high-level skills you need for a successful career while  
getting paid. Under an Australian Apprenticeship you earn  
while you learn.  

Australian Apprentices are usually employed under a federal  
or state award or agreement. They are paid a wage which varies 
depending on a number of factors including which year of their 
training they are in, the type of Australian Apprenticeship they 
are doing and the industry or occupation.

Australian Apprentices have the same rights to superannuation, 
workers’ compensation and other entitlements or requirements 
as all other workers in Australia. Awards and conditions are set 
independently of the Australian Government by the Fair Work 
Commission. More information on awards, wages and conditions 
is available from the Fair Work Ombudsman.

How long will it take me to complete  
an Australian Apprenticeship?
An Australian Apprenticeship can take from one to four years  
to complete, depending on the type of Australian Apprenticeship 
and the qualification you undertake. Training pathways and 
durations are set by state or territory governments in 
consultation with industry.

You may be granted course credits for any skills you already 
have, as well as prior experience in the workplace, potentially 
reducing your formal training time. Australian Apprenticeships 
are ‘competency based’ which means you can complete your 
training sooner if you get to the required skill levels more quickly 
than usual.

Can I start an Australian Apprenticeship  
while I’m still at school?
You may be able to start an Australian Apprenticeship while 
you’re still at school. Australian School-based Apprenticeships 
are a mix of academic learning, vocational education and 
training and paid employment, where school studies, training 
and work all fit together. Your career advisers and teachers  
will be able to provide you with information about Australian 
School-based Apprenticeship options available at your school.

Assistance for Australian Apprentices
The first and second years of an Australian Apprenticeship can 
sometimes be financially difficult for those entering the 
workforce for the first time. However, support is available to help 
you when you need it most—at this early stage of your career.

Depending on the Australian Apprenticeship you do and your 
individual circumstances, you may be eligible to apply for one  
or more of the following forms of support. 

“Doing a traineeship was one of the  
best decisions of my life and provided  

me with the direction and skills needed  
for me to develop to my full potential.”

Bradley Malby 
Finalist, Australian Apprentice (Trainee) of the Year  

and human resources support officer 
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